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Spring greetings to all of our neighbors 
in Oakmore. This year begins my 
third year as the Oakmore Homes 
Association (OHA) Board President. 
During this period, I am privileged 
to have served with five other board 
members committed to maintaining the 
special qualities that make Oakmore a 
desirable place to live. My colleagues 
are Russell Creighton, Lyle Oehler, 
Mayo Yu, Lawrence Lohr, and Russell 
Schleske. We are all volunteers and we 
work on your behalf.

I want to thank the neighbors who 
attended the OHA Annual Meeting at 
the Park Boulevard Presbyterian Church 
last November. Your participation 
made it a great success. Many thanks 
to our Oakmore neighbor and city 
council representative, Libby Schaaf, 
for addressing concerns of OHA 
members and staying to field questions 
afterwards. Although Captain Ricardo 
Orozco, a commander with the Oakland 
Police Department, was called away at 
the last minute and unable to be there, 
Libby answered questions regarding 
police staffing levels and lowering 
crime trends in our area. We had a fun 
and informative presentation by Chinwe 
Okona about the new Oaklandish store 
opening in the Dimond District last 
year. Lastly, I thank Katie Creighton 
for delivering an update on the ongoing 

tree well beautification project in the 
Leimert Business District. Once again, 
all enjoyed a delicious meal provided 
by Ann’s Catering.

As you peruse this newsletter you will 
see highlights of recent OHA activities. 
These are the more visible efforts in 
which we are involved. Your OHA 
Board of Directors also works behind 
the scenes to coordinate with area 
realtors regarding homes within the 
Oakmore boundary, facilitate resolution 
of neighborhood problems, represent 
our neighborhood at the NCPC area 22x 
meetings, monitor blight and graffiti for 
removal, request assistance from city 
officials or the public works department 
when needed, and much more.

The Oakmore Homes Association is 
currently comprised of approximately 
half the homes in Oakmore Highlands. 
Our effectiveness and ability to 
accomplish community initiatives is 
directly related to membership. If your 
household is not currently part of the 
OHA, please consider joining. We need 
your involvement, ideas, and energy. Of 
course, if you are already a member, we 
are eager to embrace your suggestions 
and volunteer spirit for the betterment 
of what is already one of Oakland’s 
most enchanting neighborhoods.

Joseph Dashiell
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Oakmore Tree Wells
It’s been about 20 months since the 

planting of our Oakmore business district 
tree wells! We hope you are enjoying 
them. The Oakmore Homes Association, 
or OHA, is proud to have provided 
funding for this effort.

Since the initial planting, OHA 
volunteers have been watering, weeding, 
adding mulch, and replacing plants. 
The time required for this effort proved 
to be more demanding than volunteers 
could cover and consequently, beginning 
February 2014, OHA hired Green’s 
Gardens gardening service to maintain 
and hand water the planting. OHA 
volunteers will still be adding more 
plants to the tree wells, where needed.
Future Gateway Beautification Projects

The Beautification Committee 
is moving forward with a design to 
landscape the bare area on the north 
side of the intersection of Leimert 

and Monterey Boulevards. The area 
has three large redwood trees on it, 
and we envision adding an interesting 
redwood forest understory planting as 
well as other colorful California native 
plants. The likelihood of intensive deer 
browsing will be a major factor in our 
plant selection. We plan to install a 
low-water-use drip irrigation system to 
establish the planting and, unfortunately, 
the project will be delayed until we are 
assured that irrigation water will not be 
restricted. We will complete the design 
and will be ready to move forward with 
the project once the drought is over. 

Members of the Friends of Sausal 
Creek, or FOSC, have contacted the 
OHA Gateway Beautification 
Committee regarding the 
intersection at Leimert 
and Monterey. FOSC has 
offered to comment on the 
design, provide a volunteer 

work crew for ivy removal and possibly 
contribute plants from the FOSC nursery. 
We look forward to collaborating 
with FOSC and we recognize that this 
broader-based community effort will 
result in a much more attractive and 
sustainable project.

At the intersection of Park and 
Leimert Boulevards, the next phase 
of the Oakmore Highlands Gateway 
Beautification Project is on an 
indefinite hold for now. In this area, 
we are counting on the City to provide 
construction assistance to remove 
concrete and soil in the large island area, 
and the City has not yet found funding 
for this work. ♦

Oakmore Highlands Gateway Beautif ication Update
By Lyle Oehler and Katie Creighton

Contact information for the Oakmore Highlands 
Gateway Beautification Committee:

Katie Creighton – 501-5242 – kcgardens@gmail.com
Mel Evans – 712-0844 – melmevans@comcast.net
Lyle Oehler – 701-2044 – lyleoehler@comcast.net

In the past couple of OHA 
newsletters, our neighbor Hugh Bartlett 
has written articles about Nextdoor.com, 
which is a new way for neighbors to keep 
in touch. But did you know that in 2007, 
a Yahoo! Group called OakmoreArea 
instantly became the most popular way 
on the internet for Oakmore residents to 
share information with one another? 

Yahoo! Groups, for those unfamiliar, 
are online discussion boards. Group 
members can post messages, read other 
members’ posts, access group photos and 
files, and use various other features. A 
Yahoo! Group can cater to any interest, 
and in this case, OakmoreArea’s group 
page describes it as “An email list for 
the residents of the Greater Oakmore 
neighborhood, dedicated to keeping our 
community informed about news, crime 
and information relevant to all who live 
here. All are welcome, regardless if 
you live within the official boundaries 
of Oakmore Highlands or in the 

surrounding area and consider yourself 
part of Oakmore.”

Steve Berley, an Oakmore resident, 
started OakmoreArea shortly after 
moving to the neighborhood. He noticed 
that although there were some Yahoo! 
Groups available to some residents, 
the scope of these groups was limited, 
both in geography and subject matter. 
Since Steve set up the group in May 
2007—and after leaving a flyer at every 
resident’s home inviting people to join—
OakmoreArea has amassed 617 members 
and exchanged over 11,000 messages. In 
addition to being popular with residents, 
municipal officials will often join 
neighborhood listserve groups so they 
can keep abreast of the local discussion.

Joining the OakmoreArea group 
is simple, and you don’t have to learn 
anything new to participate. “You don’t 
have to do anything you don’t already 
do. If you can use email, you can be a 
member of OakmoreArea,” says Steve. 

“It usually takes less than an hour for a 
message to go out to members.” 

As administrator, Steve is tasked 
with making sure that the discourse is 
civil, and he will occasionally remind 
members of this. “There is an expectation 
of behavior that you have to follow,” he 
says. Indeed, every message to members 
includes endnotes that remind everyone 
to “keep all messages respectful, and 
relevant to our neighborhood; be kind 
to others’ inboxes and don’t use for 
‘broadcasting’; no commercial ads 
(personal items, neighborhood rentals, 
etc. okay).” 

If you would like to join the 
OakmoreArea Yahoo! Group, send an 
email to oakmorearea-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com. If you feel like 
you’re receiving too much email, you 
can always go to the group’s website and 
switch to the “daily digest” mode, which 
is a daily compilation of the group posts 
into one larger email. ♦

OakmoreArea Yahoo! Group - Established and Active
By Emily Lohr
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Treasurer’s Report
Provided by Russell Creighton, OHA Treasurer

Operating (Revenues & Expense) Statement for 2013 2014 Budget
Revenues

Revenue Sources Certification Statement
Dues (incl. late payments, late 
charges, lien settlements) $14,299 $18,175 These financial statements were prepared in accordance 
Interest 0 0 with generally accepted accounting principles, without 
July 4th Picnic 186 independent audit or review, from the books and records 

of the Association.
Total Revenues $14,485 $18,175

Russell Creighton, Treasurer
Expenses February 2014

Office Expenses:
Office Supplies 270 200 Balance Sheet and Change in Financial Condition
Miscellaneous 20 100

Bank Account Balance 
Fees Bank of America 12,670.05$                       
Bank Charges 33 36
Lien Recording Fees 65 0 Total Assets 12,670.05$ 

Insurance Liabilities
Directors and Officers Insurance & 
General Liability 3,163 3,291 Liabilities Owing 0.00 0.00

Workers Compensation Insurance 1,030 0

Payroll Expenses Net Worth 12,670.05$ 
Salary (part time admin executive 
sect'y) 7,475 0
Payroll Taxes 1,529 0 Capital (Contingency Reserves)
Misc. Taxes and related 20 0 Reserve for Deductible on Directors & Officers Liability Ins. 5,000.00$     

Reserve for Oakmore Area Community Emergencies 10,000.00     
Professional Services
Accounting 400 600 Retained Revenues
Legal 300 Retained Revenues after Capital (Contingency Reserves) (2,329.95)$    
Newsletter editing 875 850

Member & Community Outreach
Printing & Copying 1,440 1,400 Total Net Worth 12,670.05$ 
Postage & Mailing 2,321 2,000
P.O. Box Rental 96 80
Telephone Expenses 100 Statement of Change in Financial Position for 2013
Website and Email 650

Assets on December 31, 2012 (Ending Date)
Member Events, Meetings, Benefits Bank of America Account 21,668.52     
Annual Meeting 1,141
Holiday Lights and Decorations 1,000 Assets on December 31, 2013
4th of July Picnic 2,232 50 Bank of America Account 12,631.74     
Stair cleaning 600 2,000
Automatic Gas Shutoff rebate 50 1,200 Change in Financial Condition (9,036.78)    

Contributions & Donations 300 0
Tree Well Project 462 3,264

Total Expenses $23,522 $17,121

Net operating surplus or (loss) ($9,037) $1,054

Oakmore Homes Association Financial Statements for 2013

The above Financial Statement for the Fiscal Year 2013 is issued in accordance with Article VI(6.8) of the Association's CC&R's 
and per California Corporations Code 8321.

They include the Certified Balance Sheet as of the end of the fiscal year, the Certified Operation (Income) Statement and a 
Statement of Change in Financial Position
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Letter from Councilmember Libby Schaaf
Are You a Localist?

Making small changes to how we do 
our shopping can result in big changes 
for our city. According to the Business 
Alliance for Local Living Economies 
(BALLE), Localism is not just about 
shopping more in the city where you live; 
it’s about building a more sustainable, 
relationship-valued economy. It’s about 
supporting locally owned businesses 
where you actually know the merchants, 
finding opportunities to buy locally-made 
products rather than imports, and taking a 
moment to think about how the products 
you buy might be impacting the health of 
your family, community and planet. 

Just as we know that more dollars 
stay in Oakland when Oakland residents 
get hired for Oakland jobs, we know 
that when you spend your money at 
independent local businesses, more of 
those dollars stay here and benefit our 
town. Independent retailers spend more 
than three times as much money back 
into the community than chain stores 
as they support local graphic designers, 
accountants, banks, restaurants, and many 
other suppliers and service providers. 
It’s also about recognizing that there’s an 
economic value in relationships and even 
civic pride.

I’m a localist. I buy my e-books at 
laurelbookstore.com. I know the advice 
given by the employees at Montclair 
Hardware will save me time and 
money. I wear Lesley Evers dresses and 
Oaklandish t-shirts, drink Cerruti Cellars 
wines, and keep an Oakland Grown card 
in my wallet. It’s not just about ensuring 
more sales tax for City of Oakland 
services; it’s also about generating 
prosperity 
for people 
I know and 
who love 
what I love 
– and that’s 
Oakland.

How Bright is Your Light?
In response to concern from several 

residents that the City’s new energy-

saving LED street lamps may be too 
intense and/or improperly focused, the 
City displayed lamps at different lighting 
intensities for residents’ inspection. 
The formal presentation, located at the 
5300 block of Harbord Drive between 
Clarewood Drive and Amy Drive, took 
place Wednesday, March 12 at 7:30pm, 
and the lamps were labeled and left for 
viewing through March 30. If you wish 
to request that your block’s street lamps 
be altered, please send an email with all 
details to: pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.
com. Kudos to Past OHA President Kurt 
Lavenson for bringing this issue to our 
attention.

Private Patrols
There have been a variety of 

feelings and questions following the 
recent shooting of a suspected burglar 
by a private security guard. Many 
neighborhoods have explicitly contracted 
for unarmed patrols, and several private 
patrol companies have stated that they 
will not allow guards working under 
unarmed patrols to carry a weapon, 
even if the guard is licensed to carry 
a weapon – as appears to be the case 
with this recent shooting. As the OPD 
investigation continues and we wait for 
the legal process to run its proper course, 
we now must grapple with the layers of 
complication manifested by this shooting, 
as well as the broader issues of crime-
fighting strategies and police deployment.

Oakland residents need and 
deserve to feel safe in their homes and 
neighborhoods. In many cities, police 
departments have enough resources to 
confront crime, and residents can take 
their family’s safety for granted. As an 
Oakland native and elected official, I 
am fighting for better 911 services and 
increased sworn and support staffing. But 
until Oakland is safer, should Oaklanders 
be forced to simply accept high crime 
rates? Of course not. In the Dimond and 
Oakmore, where several private patrols 
are now operating, burglary and robbery 
rates have decreased by over 30% 
according to the analysis of organizers. 
A recent analysis by organizers in 

Rockridge shows a 45% burglary rate 
decrease. Bob Gammon of the East 
Bay Express wrote an Op-Ed recently 
in support of these patrols as a cost-
effective solution to augmenting OPD’s 
insufficient police resources (http://
tinyurl.com/EBX-private-patrols).

I do appreciate how private 
patrols are increasing local grass-roots 
organizing. Many more neighbors in 
Oakmore are now on a first-name basis 
with everyone on their street. People have 
exchanged contact information, discussed 
the role of lighting, landscaping and 
cameras, and worked through how to 
pay for the patrols. People are learning 
more about each other and looking out 
for one another. I am proud to witness 
these efforts. But at the same time, I 
will always say that cops count. Private 
patrols are no excuse for not having an 
adequately staffed police force. For many 
types of crime, we need highly trained 
police officers to respond—and to deter 
crime. But as we continue to build back 
our police staffing, I understand why 
neighbors are coming together to pay for 
extra eyes on the street.

Woof!
The City Council is set to vote soon 

on allowing dogs on leash in Dimond 
Park, as well as several other parks. 
We hope this new policy allows more 
people to enjoy our natural beauty and 
community space with their cherished 
canine pals.

The Dimond is Thriving
You may have noticed a fabulous 

new addition to the Dimond – Oaklandish 
has opened its second store on Fruitvale 
Avenue just a few doors from La Farine 
Bakery. Please support this Oakland-
grown store that gives back so much 
to the community. Also, the City is in 
negotiations with Aunt Mary’s Café of 
Temescal to buy the old Champion Fire 
Station behind Farmer Joe’s. We hope 
that in a year or so we will have another 
local quality dining establishment. ♦

Libby Schaaf

montclairhardware.com  
lesleyevers.com  
oaklandish.com  
cerruticellars.com  
oaklandgrown.org
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By Friends of Sausal Creek

Keeping Our Soil in Dimond Canyon
Erosion is a serious problem in 

creeks because the sediment harms 
the organisms that live there, from 
microscopic diatoms (single-celled 
algae) to rainbow trout. Now we have 
an opportunity to do something about 
erosion in Dimond Canyon. Six years 
after writing a proposal for a Prop. 84 
Urban Streams Restoration Program 
grant, the Friends of Sausal Creek is now 
under agreement with the Department of 
Water Resources and is moving forward 

on this exciting project. The Sausal 
Creek Erosion Control Restoration 
Project will address erosion and gullying 
issues caused by urban runoff from two 
to four storm drain outlets flowing into 
Sausal Creek between Leimert Bridge 
and El Centro Avenue.

One of the sites that will definitely 
be included in the project is a storm drain 
that is downhill from Oakmore Road. 
Unlike the other storm drains, which will 

involve geotechnical surveying and more 
complicated designs, this will be a site 
where volunteer labor can completely 
implement the design. Check out the new 
FOSC website (www.sausalcreek.org) in 
coming the months for updates on this 
project, which will include a community 
meeting once the project design is further 
along. We look forward to working with 
Oakmore neighbors to help keep the soil 
in the canyon and improve the water 
quality in the creek. ♦

By Friends of Sausal Creek

Vegetation Management in Oakmore
Beginning in March 2014, the Pacific 

Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), in 
conjunction with the Fire Prevention 
Bureau Vegetation Management Unit, 
has been removing brush and trees 
from Dimond Canyon. This brush and 
tree removal is within the PG&E right 
of way underneath the power towers 
between Monterey Boulevard and 
Leimert Boulevard. This is necessary 
for tower maintenance. Tree limbs will 
be chipped on location with vines and 
debris removed. Larger logs will be laid 
into habitat piles. PG&E has already 
obtained all required permits. PG&E is 

aware of the local protected species and 
is complying with species protection 
requirements and creek ordinances. 
Erosion control is part of their plan.

The free debris pile pickup and 
chipping program is still available to 
residents. To schedule pickup service, 
please call (510) 238-7388. Winter 

months are an excellent time to remove 
dead and dying vegetation from your 
property. Act now to assist your property 
in gaining fire code compliance in time 
for the summer. For more information, 
please contact Vincent Crudele, 
vegetation management supervisor, at 
vcrudele@oaklandnet.com. ♦

Earth Day on the Bridgeview Trail 
Saturday, April 26

2nd Sundays on the Bridgeview Trail – 
Ivy Removal 
3rd Sundays on the Bridgeview Trail – 
Native Bee Garden 
10am-12pm 
Meet at the Bridgeview Trailhead

Sudden Oak Death (SOD) Blitz 2014 
May 10-11

Dragonflies 
Speaker: Kathy Biggs 
Wednesday, May 21, 7-9pm at Dimond 
Library—All are welcome!

Check the FOSC event calendar 

at www.sausalcreek.org for details on 
all volunteer opportunities. For more 
information on FOSC, you can also 
email Kimra McAfee at coordinator@
sausalcreek.org or call (510) 501-3672. ♦

A Sampling of 
Upcoming FOSC 
Events

Student Conservation Association students clearing vegetation out of the gullies 
caused by one of the storm drains
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ACFD Encourages Testing Smoke Alarms
Alameda County Fire Department

It’s hard to believe that we have 
already begun Daylight Saving Time for 
2014. Each year, as we “spring forward” 
and set our clocks an hour ahead, the 
Alameda County Fire Department 
(ACFD) has joined forces with the 
nonprofit National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) to recommend 
testing your smoke alarms.

Approximately two-thirds of home 
fire deaths occur in homes with no 
smoke alarms or non-working smoke 
alarms. When smoke alarms should 
have worked but failed to operate, it is 

usually because batteries were missing, 
disconnected, or dead.

Here are some helpful guidelines, 
courtesy of the NFPA, to follow around 
the use of smoke alarms:

• Test smoke alarms at least once a 
month using the test button.

• Make sure everyone in the home 
understands the sound of the smoke 
alarm and knows how to respond.

• Replace all smoke alarms when 
they are 10 years old.

• Replace the smoke alarm 

immediately if it doesn’t respond 
properly when tested.

• Smoke alarms with non-replaceable 
(long-life) batteries are designed to 
remain effective for up to 10 years. 
If the alarm chirps, a warning that 
the battery is low, replace the entire 
smoke alarm right away.

• For smoke alarms with any other 
type of battery, replace batteries 
at least once a year. If the alarm 
chirps, replace only the battery.

For more information on smoke alarm 
safety, please visit www.nfpa.org. ♦

By Lyle Oehler
There is a clear consensus that 

the biggest challenge facing Oakland 
is crime. One of the ways Oakland 
citizens are addressing crime issues 
and improving the quality of life 
in our neighborhoods is through 
participation in Neighborhood Crime 
Prevention Councils (NCPCs). NCPCs 
are organized by various police beats 
in the city. Oakland police beat 22X 
includes Oakmore, Dimond, Lincoln 
Heights, Montera and Woodminster. The 
shorthand name for our Council is NCPC 
22X.

The purpose of NCPC 22X is to 
bring community members together from 
the five neighborhoods in beat 22X to 
address issues of concern and interest. It 
works to solve problems relating to crime 
in the beat by working with the Oakland 
Police Department (OPD) and other 
Oakland agencies. NCPCs are one of the 
most important elements of Oakland’s 
community policing policy.

Each NCPC is organized and run 
by volunteers and the NCPC 22X 
Steering Committee organizes and 
focuses this effort. NCPC 22X Steering 
Committee members are elected by the 

community every year at the February 
NCPC quarterly meeting. If you would 
like to join the Steering Committee, 
please attend some Steering Committee 
meetings to see where you might want 
to participate. The meeting schedule is 
indicated on the NCPC 22X website 
(www.oakland22x.org).

Quarterly meetings include speakers 
from OPD and speakers from agencies, 
such as the County District Attorney’s 
office. Information from the February 
19, 2014 quarterly meeting included the 
following: 

• The 2014 priorities for OPD’s Area 
3 (which includes 22X) are to reduce 
street robberies, burglaries and 
human trafficking. 

• The NCPC 22X Steering 
Committee’s analysis of crime data 
in beat 22X indicates that burglaries 
are down 38% this year over last 
year, but robberies and auto thefts 
have increased. 

• The three top priorities for the NCPC 
22X were decided by a vote of those 
attending the quarterly meeting: 

1. Reduce residential burglaries by 
50% from the 2013 rate. 

2. Reduce robberies by 50% from 
the 2013 rate. 

3. Gather and analyze data to 
determine if private residential 
patrols are effective at reducing 
crime.

For more information, visit the 
NCPC 22X website at oakland22x.org.

In particular, visit the “Useful Links” 
part of the website to view topics, such 
as tips on how to avoid being a robbery 
victim, how to handle door-to-door 
solicitors, what to do about suspicious 
cars, crime data and crime mapping. 
There is also a link to crime information 
from Councilmember Schaaf’s office. ♦

NCPC for Oakland Police Beat 22X

The NCPC 22X quarterly meetings 
are intended for the general public 
and include informative programs. 
Meetings are at 7:00 pm at the Dimond 
Library with the 2014 schedule as 
follows:

Thursday, May 22, 2014 
Thursday, August 20, 2014
Thursday, November 20, 2014
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Realtor’s Corner - It ’s Back to the Wild, Wild West!
By Terry Kulka

A red-hot, full-blown seller’s market 
has engulfed Bay Area real estate. The 
law of supply and demand is having a 
huge impact on home prices and multiple 
offers are back with a vengeance. Buyers 
are fighting each other to land the win-
ning bid on homes throughout the Bay 
Area. Homes that in a normal market 
would sell in the $600-700K range are 
going for $800-900K, and the $800K 
to $1 million homes are headed to the 
stratosphere. In my 30 years as a realtor, 
I’ve rarely seen a situation quite like this. 
The only thing missing from this wild 
seller’s market is...well...sellers!

There’s a dramatic shortage of homes 
for sale all around the Bay. This mirrors 
a national trend, which has seen inven-
tory drop from a 12-month supply at the 
low-point of the recession to a 4.6-month 
supply today, according to the National 
Association of Realtors. But the lack of 
available inventory is even more acute 
here in the Bay Area. Inventory stands 
at just over a third of where it was two 

years ago at this time.

The overall median sale price in the 
Bay Area finished last year up nearly 
24% from the previous December, ac-
cording to a recent report by DataQuick.

Example
I had dinner with a realtor friend last 

night who told me that she had written an 
offer that day on a three bedroom, one-
and-a-half bath home on Haddon Hill off 
of Park Blvd near Lake Merritt. The ask-
ing price was $725K and needed about 
$50K in repairs. Her offer was written 
to purchase the home “as-is” at about 
$125K over the asking price. Out of the 
11 offers received, her client was 6th 
from the top in price and terms.

What Does the Future Hold?
With prices escalating so rapidly 

and mortgage interest rates eventually 
rising above their current low, at some 
point there will be a market-wide price 
correction. Crystal balls being in short 
supply, nobody really knows when this 

will happen. But the real estate market 
is cyclical and we do know that eventu-
ally there will be fewer buyers who can 
qualify and compete to buy a home in the 
Bay Area. Fewer buyers will mean less 
upward pressure on the market, and less 
upward pressure means that, in the short 
run, prices will flatten out and perhaps 
drop. In the long run, home prices will 
continue to increase with some ups and 
downs in between. What does all of this 
mean for you? If you are a homeowner, 
congratulate yourself on having had the 
foresight to have purchased your home 
when you did. Your investment is ap-
preciating very nicely while at the same 
time you enjoy the pleasure of living in 
our wonderful Oakmore Highlands com-
munity. 

Terry Kulka
Past President – OHA
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate
terrykulka@att.net
510.682.5917
BRE#0087545 ♦

WaterSmart Tips
Information provided by East Bay Municipal Utility District - see more at the WaterSmart Center at ebmud.com

Whatever your ability or household 
budget is, there’s a WaterSmart tip for 
you. 
Quick and easy water saver

Indoor
1. Only run full loads of laundry and 

dishes.
2. Turn on the tap only when you 

need to rinse. Don’t let the water 
run unnecessarily when you brush 
your teeth, lather up, shave or wash 
dishes.

3. Take a shorter shower.
Outdoor
1. Adjust your watering schedule. 

Turn off irrigation in the winter and 
only water manually if absolutely 
necessary. During the growing sea-
son, irrigate early or late in the day 
(before 10am or after 7pm).

2. Take your car to a commercial car 
wash that uses recycled water.

3. Cover your pool to reduce evapora-
tion.

Water conservation geek
Indoor
1. Use dye tabs to find toilet leaks. 

Leaks are usually caused by worn 
out flapper valves, easily replaced 
with a trip to the hardware store.

2. Replace worn out washers in fau-
cets to stop drips and leaks.

3. Install aerators on your bathroom 
and kitchen faucets.

Outdoor
1. Mulch! Three inches of mulch 

maintains soil moisture and reduces 
evaporation.

2. Examine your sprinklers and adjust 
them so they water your plants, not 

your walls or sidewalk.
3. Check your outdoor irrigation 

equipment for leaks. Run through 
all of your stations to look for bro-
ken or misadjusted heads.

Committed conserver
Indoor
1. Install a high-efficiency toilet.
2. Install a high-efficiency clothes 

washer.
3. Learn to read your meter and check 

for silent leaks.
Outdoor
1. Convert your thirsty lawn to a sus-

tainable landscape.
2. Install a self-adjusting irrigation 

controller and a drip irrigation sys-
tem.

3. Select drought-tolerant plants better 
adapted to our California climate. ♦



Want to report a pothole, broken street light or illegal dumping?
• Public Works: 615-5566 or pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com

Need help with an on-going criminal or nuisance activity?
• Huang Bahn, Neighborhood Service Coordinator (NSC) at HBahn@oaklandnet.com
• James Belote, Problem Solving Officer at 238-3455 or JBelote@oaklandnet.com

Need help with anything to do with the City or just want access to your representative?
• Bruce Stoffmacher, Liaison/Policy Analyst to Councilmember Schaaf at 238-7041 or 

BStoffmacher@oaklandnet.com

Important Contacts

OHA
P.O. Box 27321
Oakland, CA 94602

Ask For Your Digital-Only OHA Newsletter
To receive your newsletters in a digital-only format, send an email with your name 
and address to oakmorehomes@yahoo.com.


