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The beginning of the year has ushered 
in some changes to the Oakmore Homes 
Association (OHA) Board, including one 
longtime director leaving the board, while 
another longtime neighbor has just joined. 
Let me start by thanking the departing 
board member. Since 2006 when he started, 
Russell Creighton has provided outstanding 
service as our president for five years and 
another three as treasurer. His contributions 
and commitment will be greatly missed. 
Russell, thank you for your leadership over 
the last nine years. We are very pleased to 
welcome Jim Phox as our newest board 
member. Jim and his wife, Kim Coleman 
Phox, have lived on Leimert Boulevard in 
Oakmore since 1984. Jim has had a long 
career in advertising and will be an integral 
asset to our board going forward. Please 
join me in welcoming Jim.

One of the functions the OHA serves 
is to promote and enhance neighborhood 
livability, beautification, and property 
values. An example of this happened last 
fall when the OHA became aware of a 
proposed apartment development slated 
for the 4200 block of Oakmore Road. The 
proposal called for two 2-story, 3-unit 
buildings on either side of Oakmore 
Road where park-like open space exists 
now. Announcement of the project 
aroused instant community concern over 
issues such as design, proposed height, 
parking availability, and tree removal. In 
response, the OHA hosted two community 
meetings at Wells & Bennett inviting 
Oakmore residents to view the plans and 
ask questions of the project architect and 
owners. The first session showed that the 
overwhelming majority was unhappy with 
various aspects of the design, building 

materials, and scale. To his credit, the 
architect offered to return with revised 
design plans. At the second meeting, 
the revisions were met with resounding 
approval. Neighbors came away with 
the sense that the new designs would 
be compatible with the neighborhood. 
Wherever possible, the OHA facilitates 
community discourse such as this to 
resolve issues that impact the appearance 
and character of our neighborhood.

I am very pleased to announce that the 
OHA is finally making progress to update 
and completely redesign our website. 
The refreshed site will allow for more 
responsive access on your mobile devices, 
have a layout that is easier to navigate, 
include a blog page, show more photos 
of neighborhood landmarks, and provide 
up-to-date information. Expect the new-
and-improved OHA website to be fully 
operational by the end of May.

I am elated that the original Rocky 
has returned to reopen Rocky’s Market. 
The store is attractively renovated with 
the shelves stocked with quality brands, 
a nice selection of wines, a good meat 
department, and a produce section with 
a variety of fresh and organic fruit and 
veggies. A coffee bar, prepared foods 
deli, and other new enhancements will be 
coming soon. So I urge you to participate in 
our local economy by shopping at Rocky’s 
and supporting this Oakmore resource.

Lastly, we often hear, “What do you 
get for being a member of the Oakmore 
Homes Association?” Well, the main 
advantage of membership is that it provides 
OHA leverage as a group that is committed 
to issues that affect Oakmore. Moreover, 

the association has a deeper purpose, 
which is to protect the essence of what 
constitutes our beautiful neighborhood in a 
Mediterranean setting that was laid out in 
the 1920s and 30s. In effect, the association 
is primarily responsible for keeping the 
neighborhood from losing its unique 
character.

Here are some key benefits to membership 
in OHA:
• Landscape beautification and 

maintenance of all tree wells in the 
Oakmore business district

• Four sets of public stairs cleaned and 
maintained quarterly

• Oakmore Homes Association website 
hosting and maintenance

• Annual meeting with catered dinner, 
usually featuring public officials 
such as the City Attorney or District 
City Councilperson for dialogue with 
neighbors

• Annual Summer Barbeque Picnic in the 
Rocky’s Market parking lot—free to all 
OHA members

• Neighborhood newsletter distributed 
twice a year in the spring and fall (also 
available digitally)

• Free Oakmore history book for OHA 
members—showing not just Oakmore 
neighborhood history, but but also the 
evolution of the real estate market in 
Oakland and Piedmont

• Dispute resolution between neighbors
• Festive adornment of the Magnolia 

Trees and Leimert Bridge in Oakmore’s 
business district during the holidays.

Joseph Dashiell

Oakmore Homes Association

Newsletter Spring 2015

President ’s Message

The Oakmore Homes Association is a community of Oakmore 
neighbors committed to promoting and enhancing safety, 

beautification, community, and property values in our neighborhood.

Mission 
Statement
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In 2003, the City of Oakland Public 
Works Agency presented a seismic 
retrofit proposal for the Leimert Bridge 
to the Oakmore community. The bridge 
was built in1926 and was identified 
by the state as a structure that could 
collapse during a major earthquake. 
This retrofit proposal was controversial 
because it would have compromised the 
aesthetic integrity of this graceful and 
iconic bridge, eliminating the horizontal 
braces from the bridge and encapsulating 
the remaining vertical columns with 
steel casings similar to many retrofitted 
freeway overpasses on state highways. 
It was recognized that the bridge must 
be made safe from collapse in the event 
of a major quake and some aesthetic 
compromises are inevitable. However, 
the historic landmark status of the bridge 
suggested that a more sensitive design 
solution should be carefully considered.

In addition to concerns about the 
aesthetics of the retrofit to the lower 
portion of the bridge, the community, 
led by OHA and Councilmember Quan, 
requested that the City include a number 
of improvements to the deck portion of 
the bridge. Coming out of that process, 
the flaking concrete on the surface of 
railing adjacent to the sidewalk was 
repaired and, as part of the future project, 
the City has committed to replace and 
upgrade the chain link fencing mounted 
on top of the concrete railing. The 
roadway is to be resurfaced as well.

Construction on the bridge retrofit 
was originally scheduled to begin 
in 2007, but over the last few years, 
there hasn’t been much news on the 
progress of the project. We understood 
that the environmental review process 
was ongoing and the State Historic 
Preservation Office was reviewing the 
project impacts to the aesthetics of the 
historic landmark bridge. Since this 
project is 80 percent funded by the 
Federal Highway Bridge Replacement 
and Rehabilitation Program, the project 
needs to be approved under the National 
Environmental Preservation Act, which 
takes substantial review time. 

Recently, OHA inquired to the 
Public Works Agency about the status 
of the retrofit and, low and behold, 
there is movement. As a result of the 
environmental review process, the 
initial design was determined to be 
unacceptable and the City is issuing 
a Request for Proposals, or RFP, to 
develop a design that is intended to 
minimize historical impacts of the 
retrofit work. As of this writing, the RFP 
was to be issued in March 2015, and the 
design process should start in late 2015. 
The process includes the development of 
several alternative designs, which will be 
reviewed by, among others, community 
and historic resource experts. Each 
alternative is paired with an analysis of 
cost effectiveness and of potential effects 
on Sausal Creek, Dimond Canyon Park, 
and the community. 

Although construction on this project 
is years off, OHA will be coordinating 
with the City, vigilant in monitoring 
its progress, and keeping the Oakmore 
community informed. 

Historical Background
In 1926, developer Walter H. Leimert 

completed an elegantly arched bridge to 
his new Oakmore Highlands subdivision. 
The bridge connected Park Boulevard 
to the nearby Oakmore area hills, 

which had been isolated by Dimond 
Canyon on the northwest and the bed 
of the former Palo Seco Creek (now 
Highway 13) to the east. The bridge 
spans 327 feet and is 117 feet above 
Sausal Creek, which winds its way 
through Dimond Canyon. The bridge 
cost $150,000 to construct, which is 
about $2 million in today’s dollars. 
After completion, the bridge brought 
commuter streetcars (the Park Boulevard 
#18 Car Line spur off the Key System) 
as well as automobiles into the heart of 
the new Oakmore business center and the 
residential area. A streetcar turnaround 
was located at the five-way intersection 
at the east end of the business district. 
The bridge is the literal and figurative 
gateway to Oakmore Highlands.

The structure was designed by 
engineer George A. Posey, who was 
also an Alameda County surveyor 
and the engineer of the Posey Tube, 
which connects downtown Oakland to 
Alameda. The bridge was elevated to 
landmark status in 1980 by the City 
of Oakland Landmarks Preservation 
Advisory Board in Resolution #1980-8. 
An Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey 
dated September 30, 1997 declared the 
bridge to have “excellent” integrity and 
called it a prominent engineering feature 
on the Oakland landscape. ♦

Leimert Bridge Seismic Retrof it Update
By Lyle Oehler and Kurt Lavenson

View of the Leimert Bridge from below
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Treasurer’s Report
Provided by Russell Creighton

Operating (Revenues & Expense) Statement for 2014 2015 Budget
Revenues

Revenue Sources Certification Statement
Dues (incl. late payments, late 
charges, lien settlements) $16,516 $18,225 These financial statements were prepared in accordance 
Interest 0 0 with generally accepted accounting principles, without 

independent audit or review, from the books and records 
Total Revenues $16,516 $18,225 of the Association.

Russell Creighton, Treasurer
April, 2015

Expenses
Office Expenses:
Office Supplies 0 200 Balance Sheet and Change in Financial Condition
Miscellaneous 0 100

Bank Account Balance 
Fees Bank of America $12,885.59
Bank Charges 125 36
Lien Recording Fees 0 0 Total Assets 12,885.59$ 

Insurance Liabilities
Directors and Officers Insurance & 
General Liability 3,241 3,281 Liabilities Owing 0.00 0.00

Workers Compensation Insurance 168 0

Payroll Expenses Net Worth 12,885.59$ 
Salary (part time admin executive 
sect'y) 1,076 0
Payroll Taxes 1,724 0 Capital (Contingency Reserves)
Misc. Taxes and related 0 0 Reserve: Deductible on Directors & Officers Liability Insurance $5,000.00

Reserve: Oakmore Area Community Emergencies $10,000.00
Professional Services
Accounting 250 300 Retained Revenues
Legal 300 Retained Revenues after Capital (Contingency Reserves (2,114.41)$    
Newsletter editing 250 750

Member & Community Outreach
Printing & Copying 2,306 1,400 Total Net Worth 12,885.59$ 
Postage & Mailing 710 2,000
P.O. Box Rental 0 80
Telephone Expenses 100 Statement of Change in Financial Position for 2014
Website and Email 140 4,000

Assets on December 31, 2013 (Ending Date)
Member Events, Meetings, Benefits Bank of America Account 12,631.74$   
Annual Meeting 868 650
Holiday Lights and Decorations 24 200 Assets on December 31, 2014
4th of July Picnic 0 1,500 Bank of America Account 12,885.59$   
Stair cleaning 900 1,200
Automatic Gas Shutoff rebate 0 0 Change in Financial Condition 253.85$      

Contributions & Donations 25 0
Tree Well Project 4,457 4,000

Total Expenses $16,262 $20,097

Net operating surplus or (loss) $254 ($1,872)

The above Financial Statement for the Fiscal Year 2014 is issued in accordance with Article VI(6.8) of the Association's CC&R's and per California 
Corpoarations Code 8321. They include the Certified Balance Sheet as of the end of the fiscal year, the Certified Operation (Income) Statement and a 
Statement of Change in Financail Position.

Oakmore Homes Association Financial Statements for 2014
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By Joseph Dashiell, OHA Board President

Letter from Councilmember Annie Campbell Washington
One of the things we love about 

Oakland is how engaged Oaklanders 
are in their neighborhoods. Residents 
volunteer in neighborhood councils and 
on beautification projects, they come to 
City Hall to speak up about issues that 
matter, and they volunteer in schools, 
parks and libraries. 

Although there are excellent 
examples of civic learning in Oakland 
classrooms, it’s not a required part of 
the curriculum. What can we do as a 
community to facilitate students in taking 
ownership of the issues? How are we 
ensuring that they learn the power of 
their own voices in our democracy?

Recently we launched the Power of 
Democracy Civic Learning Partnership 
in Alameda County to get to work on 
this issue. We convened interested 
people from a variety of sectors to 
discuss the importance of civic learning 
and to develop collaborative solutions 
towards better engaging students in their 
communities. We were honored to hear 
directly from Oakland and Hayward 
students and teachers about how civic 
learning can be integrated into the 
curriculum across subject areas and 
how civic learning drastically improves 
student engagement.

The Steering Committee for this 
effort is being led by Justice Henry 
Needham, and includes Superintendent 
of the Alameda County Office of 
Education Karen Monroe, Former OUSD 
Superintendent Gary Yee, OUSD’s Civic 
Engagement Coordinator Young Whan 
Choi, Mills College Professor Joe Kahne, 
Lead Staff to the Chief Justice’s Civic 
Learning Initiative Deborah Genzer, and 
myself. Now, we need you!

I have personally committed to 
working with one middle school class 
and one high school class on semester-
long civic engagement projects, 
culminating in presentations to the City 
Council. We are also committed to hiring 

students for summer and year-round 
internships to learn the inner workings of 
City Hall. In addition, we are launching 
an initiative with the schools in District 4 
to partner on beautification projects at all 
of our neighborhood school sites.

What can you do in your 
neighborhood or workplace to engage 
students in their neighborhoods and 
to work on issues affecting their 
lives? Let’s work together to nurture the 
next generation of passionate, engaged 
Oaklanders! If you are interested in 
getting more involved in this effort, 
please contact us by sending an email 
to Nayeli Maxson at NMaxson@
oaklandnet.com. ♦

Our Weekly Recycling, Vegetation, and Trash Pickup

Civic Learning Partnership of Alameda County Steering Committee (left to right): Deborah Genzer, Joe 
Kahne, Young Whan Choi, Annie Campbell Washington, Gary Yee, Karen Monroe, and Henry Needham

Recently, a neighbor asked me if it is 
okay to leave recycling, vegetation, and 
trash receptacles at the curb after pickup. 
Let us defer to the City’s position: 
Oakland’s blight ordinance says that 
waste containers can only remain on the 
street from noon the day before pickup 
until noon the day after. To help reduce 
scavenging, the City suggests placing 
containers out in the morning by 6 am. 
Cans left on the street outside the 48-
hour window are irritating to neighbors 
and passersby and can be reported to the 
City, who in turn can send a “Notice of 
Violation” to the property owner.

If you cannot store the containers 
in a garage, side yard, or backyard, you 
can construct some type of screen if the 

only location available is the front yard. 
If you are physically unable to move 
a container, you may be eligible for 
backyard or disabled service at no extra 
charge. Call Waste Management at 510-
613-8710 to apply.

Oakland homeowners receive one 
bulky waste pickup per year. This is a 
convenient way to have old appliances, 
computers, furniture, and other household 
items removed by simply calling Waste 
Management, and your pickup will be 
scheduled within two weeks. Place items 
at the curb by 6 am on the pickup date. 
Do not include hazardous waste materials 
like paint, pesticides, solvents, and 
batteries. No rocks, dirt, or concrete are 
allowed (visit oaklandrecycles.com for 

more info). 
One last thing: State law has 

banned all types of spent household 
batteries, compact fluorescent bulbs, 
and fluorescent tubes from normal trash 
pickup. These items can be recycled 
at the Alameda County Hazardous 
Waste Facility at 2100 East 7th Street 
in Oakland. For hours of operation and 
other materials eligible for dropoff, visit 
stopwaste.org or call 800-606-6606. If 
you wish to safely dispose of household 
batteries at home, tie them securely in a 
plastic bag and place them on top of your 
trash container for pickup. Incandescent 
and halogen lightbulbs do not contain 
toxic substances, so it is okay to place 
these items in your regular trash bin. ♦
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By Friends of Sausal Creek

By Sue Piper and the Oakland Firesafe Council

Keeping Our Soil in Dimond Canyon
Two years ago FOSC Board Member 

Rob Leidy initiated quarterly clean ups 
in Sausal Creek starting at the El Centro 
Trailhead. Rob is an ecologist for the 
US Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Wetlands Office in San Francisco, and 
he is an expert on fish in the East Bay. 
So he’d been lending his expertise on 
enhancing habitat for the creek’s native 
rainbow trout, including restarting our 
water quality monitoring program. He 
also inspired FOSC’s work at the one 
wetland habitat in the watershed, the 
headwaters of Fern Ravine Creek near 
Sequoia Arena in Joaquin Miller Park. 
But Rob felt strongly that the very basic 
activity of trash removal was something 
that FOSC needed to be leading the 
community in doing. Regularly.

If you walk the trails in Dimond 
Canyon, you know that, in general, litter 
is not a major issue. But these volunteers 
are donning knee-high boots and getting 
into the water, capturing the trash that 
has ended up in the creek and is headed 
to the bay. It’s pretty incredible what 
they’ve collected on just eight clean-up 
days: 1,500 pounds of trash. Even more 

astonishing is the number of golf balls: 
3,300!

The more helpers, the more trash can 
be hauled out. Collecting trash from in 
the creek was one of several options for 
our annual Earth Day in Dimond Park the 
morning of Saturday, April 18. On creek 
clean-up days, we can provide the boots, 
but we need your back. We will continue 
to post the in-the-creek clean ups on the 
Oakmore listserv, and you can always 
find them by perusing our calendar of 
events at sausalcreek.org > Programs > 
Event Calendar—look for Creek Clean 
Ups, usually on Sundays. It’s an oddly 
fun trash treasure hunt. And what better 
way to reset on your weekend than to 
spend a few hours listening to the water 
flow and the birds sing, with the steep 

canyon walls taking you far away from 
urbanity?
A Sampling of Upcoming FOSC Events
Mushrooms in the Garden 
Speaker: Debbie Viess, Bay Area 
Mycological Society 
Wednesday, May 20, 7–9 pm at Dimond 
Library. All are welcome!
Seed Collection Hike 
Friday, June 12 and 25, 10 am–12 pm 
Help us collect native seeds and cuttings 
in the Sausal Creek Watershed to be used 
for propagation for habitat restoration 
projects.
2nd Sundays on the Bridgeview Trail – 
Ivy Removal 
3rd Sundays on the Bridgeview Trail – 
Native Bee Garden 
10 am–12 pm
Meet at the Bridgeview Trailhead
Upcoming events
Check the FOSC event calendar at www.
sausalcreek.org > Programs > Event 
Calendar for details on all volunteer 
opportunities. You can also email Kimra 
McAfee at coordinator@sausalcreek.org 
or call 510-501-3672. ♦

Oakland Firesafe Council Promotes Wildf ire Prevention
As Wildfire Prevention Assessment 

District funds run out, Wildfire 
Prevention advocates have launched the 
Oakland Firesafe Council (OFSC), a new 
501(c)(3) nonprofit that provides wildfire 
prevention information, education and 
advocacy.

One of the group’s first projects is 
a collaborative effort with the Oakland 
Landscape Committee, the North Hills 
Community Association, and the Wildfire 
Prevention Assessment District to create 
a new wildfire prevention demonstration 
garden at the Gateway Emergency 
Exhibit Center, located above Highway 
24 near the Caldecott Tunnel, close to the 
start of the 1991 Firestorm. 

Using the deck as a stand-in for an 
Oakland house, the area surrounding the 

“house” is divided into three zones that 
meet City of Oakland requirements for 
defensible space:
•	 Zone	1:	no	fire	Zone	to reduce the 

chance of wind-blown embers from 
a nearby fire landing near the home 
and igniting combustible materials, 
exposing the home to flames (0-5 feet 
from structure).

•	 Zone	2:	defensible	space to create 
and maintain a landscape that, if 
ignited, will not readily transmit 
fire to the home (5-30 feet from 
structure).

•	 Zone	3:	larger	lot	defensible	
space to reduce the energy and 
speed of wildfire (30-100 feet from 
structure for larger lots).
New educational panels on the 

deck, irrigation, plants and much more 
are planned at a cost of $21,000 to be 
raised through grants, in-kind donations 
and cash donations. Local support is 
always welcome. Please send checks to 
the Oakland Firesafe Council Gateway 
Project, 6114 La Salle Avenue, Suite 462, 
Oakland, CA 94611. 

The OFSC also offers 30-minute 
presentations to local residents with tips 
on landscaping, home improvements 
and Red Flag Day. If you would like 
to become involved in OFSC efforts to 
promote fire prevention and safety, please 
contact info@oaklandfiresafecouncil.
org, call 510-548-5729 or visit our 
website at oaklandfiresafecouncil.org 
for information about activities and 
meetings. ♦
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By Lyle Oehler
Oakmore Tree Wells

It’s been about two years since the 
planting of our Oakmore business district 
tree wells. We hope you are enjoying 
them. The OHA is proud to have 
provided funding for the installation and 
maintenance of the tree wells.

In February 2014, OHA hired 
Green’s Gardens gardening service to 
maintain and hand water the planting. 
We have just completed our replanting 
inventory of the tree wells and Green’s 
will be adding new plants in the near 
future.
Future Gateway Beautification 
Projects

The Beautification Committee 
has completed a preliminary design to 
landscape the bare area on the north 
side of the intersection of Leimert and 
Monterey Boulevards. This area has three 
large redwood trees on it and we envision 

adding some interesting redwood forest 
understory planting as well as other 
colorful California native plants. The 
likelihood of intensive deer browsing 
will be a major factor in our plant 
selection. We plan to install a low-water-
use drip irrigation system to establish the 
planting and, unfortunately, the project 
will be delayed until we are assured that 
irrigation water will not be restricted. 
We will complete the design and will be 
ready to move forward with the project 
once the drought is over. 

Members of the Friends of Sausal 
Creek (FOSC) have contacted the OHA 
Gateway Beautification Committee 
regarding the intersection 
at Leimert and Monterey. 
FOSC has offered to 
comment on the design, 
provide a volunteer work 
crew for ivy removal, and 

possibly contribute plants from the FOSC 
nursery. We look forward to collaborating 
with FOSC and recognize that this broad-
based community effort will result in a 
much more attractive and sustainable 
project.

One additional phase of the Oakmore 
Highlands Gateway Beautification 
Project at the intersection of Park and 
Leimert Boulevard is on an indefinite 
hold for now. In this area, we are 
counting on the City of Oakland to 
provide construction assistance to 
remove concrete and soil in the large 
island area; the City has not yet found 
funding for this work. ♦

Oakmore Highlands Gateway Beautif ication Project

Update on Rocky’s 
Market
Provided to OHA from Rocky’s Market
Hello Oakmore Homes Association!

Rocky’s Market is back in the 
Oakmore neighborhood, and we are so 
thankful to be back in this great commu-
nity again. We are focused on becoming 
the community grocery destination that 
supplies the high-quality groceries that 
you desire. We carry many organic, non-
GMO, vegan, gluten free, local options 
at Rocky’s Market. We love feedback, 
so please feel welcome to let us know if 
we are missing anything you want. Cur-
rent business hours are 8am until 8pm, 
seven days a week. In 
the coming months, we 
are working on opening 
a coffee shop inside of 
Rocky’s Market, as well 
as an ice cream counter 
and prepared foods sec-
tion. Once the coffee 
shop is open, our hours will start at 6 am 

to accommodate the morn-
ing crowd. Also be on the 
lookout for a new meat and 
fish counter later in 2015. 

Rocky’s Market will be 
co-sponsoring the summer 
barbeque with Oakmore 
Homes Association this 

year! We are awaiting the official con-
firmation from Libby Schaaf and Annie 
Campbell-Washington, but we are plan-
ning on July 5 from noon until 3 pm. To 
stay connected with Rocky’s Market, 
please check us out on Facebook at face-
book.com/RockysMarket and come by 
the market today! ♦

Contact information for the Oakmore Highlands 
Gateway Beautification Committee:
Katie Creighton – 501-5242 – kcgardens@gmail.com
Mel Evans – 712-0844 – melmevans@comcast.net
Lyle Oehler – 701-2044 – lyleoehler@comcast.net

Trees and Views in Oakmore
Oakmore Highlands is blessed with 

a variety of majestic trees that frame our 
neighborhood in a beautiful and unique 
way. They are wonderful for shade and a 
great provider within the ecosystem. All 
of us love the trees in Oakmore and want 
to preserve them. We also cherish our 
vistas across the hills and out to the bay. 
Please be aware that when trees on your 
property grow and block the views of 
other homes, they may require trimming. 
In most cases in our area, you and your 
neighbors have a right to the views that 
existed when you bought your homes. 
Keep in mind that neighbors can insist on 

tree trimming or cutting to maintain their 
views. However, this is counterbalanced 
by the prohibition of certain bad 
trimming, thinning, topping, or removal 
techniques that can kill trees, especially 
oak trees and naturally occurring 
redwoods. The city view ordinance is 
clear regarding tree protection versus 
property views. Before cutting trees, 
check with OHA or the City of Oakland. 
Please cooperate with your neighbors 
to promote the preservation of both 
views and trees. In almost every case, a 
reasonable compromise is available. ♦

By Joseph Dashiell
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Realtors’ Corner
By our local Wells & Bennett Realtors

The Oakmore neighborhood is al-
ways in high demand for buyers. Prop-
erties stay on the market an average of 
sixteen days, and sale prices usually go 
above the asking price. Here are a couple 
of the most frequently asked questions 
when homeowners are thinking about 
putting a property on the market.
Why is this a good time to sell my 
home?

In an economic sense, it is supply 
and demand. There is simply not enough 
housing to meet the demand. In a local 
sense, Oakland in particular is seeing an 
unprecedented increase in popularity and 
value due to a changing local economy 
and culture. In Oakmore, there are many 
homebuyers in the mid-range market 
who are seeking a wonderful neighbor-
hood like Oakmore.
I’m considering putting my house on 
the market and am open to making 

improvements. Which investments are 
most effective?

There are many areas of the home 
that could increase the value by investing 
a little money into improvements:
• Thoughtful landscaping and exte-

rior/interior painting are huge sell-
ing points in bringing value to your 
home.

• Depending on how much money 
you want to invest, improving your 
kitchen will also bring value to the 
sale of your home. By making sim-
ple updates such as appliances, fresh 
countertops, cabinets, and flooring, 
you make the kitchen the heart of 
your home.

• Another item that is not obvious in 
getting your home ready for market 
is getting your sewer line in compli-
ance, which has been an Oakland 
regulation since 2012. Many sewer 
lines do not pass the EBMUD test 

and must be in compliance upon sale 
of a home. This is one straightfor-
ward way you can make your home 
more marketable and its sale that 
much smoother. For more informa-
tion go to www.eastbaypsl.com. 
Having a professional real estate 

agent walk through your property when 
you think about preparing your home for 
market can help answer any other ques-
tions you may have and give you a bet-
ter idea of how to make improvements 
to your property to maximize the value. 
This is a valuable conversation even if 
you are six months to a full year away 
from selling your home. We would be 
more than happy to help you with that 
assessment.
Tess Blengino‒tess@wellsandbennett.com
Teri L. Lester‒teri@wellsandbennett.com
Annie Tegner‒annie@wellsandbennett.com
1451 Leimert Blvd, Oakland CA ♦

Drought Update
By East Bay Municipal Utility District

EBMUD has declared a Stage 4 
critical drought and set a community-
wide goal to reduce water use 20% 
compared to 2013. To achieve these sav-
ings, EBMUD has adopted new water 
use rules that affect all customers and 
must supplement normal water supplies 
with water from additional sources.
Mandatory outdoor watering rules:
• Frequency: no more than two non-

consecutive days/week (no runoff).
• Times: before 9 am or after 6 pm.   
• No watering allowed within 48 hours 

of measurable rainfall.
• No watering of ornamental turf on 

public street medians allowed.
• No washing of driveways and side-

walks, except as needed for health 
and safety.

• Use only hoses with shutoff nozzles 
to wash vehicles.

• Turn off fountains or decorative 
water features unless water is recir-
culated.    

More conservation needed
• If you already conserve, thank you. 

Please keep looking for ways to con-
serve and check regularly for leaks—
silent leaks are common and use a lot 
of water.

• Twenty percent is our community-
wide goal. You may be able to save 
more or you may already meet that 
goal.

• Strive for 35 gallons per person per 
day indoors and follow the manda-
tory outdoor use rules.

Conservation alone is not enough  
• EBMUD is delivering nearly 11 bil-

lion gallons of extra water supplies 
through its federal dry-year water 
contract – about a two-month supply 
to fill local reservoirs.

• EBMUD will continue looking for 
more water supplies to buy and de-
liver through the Freeport facility on 
the Sacramento River. ♦

Your OHA Board

OHA President  
Joseph Dashiell

Vice President 
Russell Schleske

Secretary 
Lawrence Lohr Lyle Oehler

Mayo Yu
Jim Phox



Want to report a pothole, broken street light or illegal dumping?
• Public Works: 615-5566 or pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com

Need help with an on-going criminal or nuisance activity?
• Huang Bahn, Neighborhood Service Coordinator (NSC) at HBahn@oaklandnet.com
• James Belote, Problem Solving Officer at 238-3455 or JBelote@oaklandnet.com

Important Contacts

OHA
P.O. Box 27321
Oakland, CA 94602

The OHA’s annual Independence Day Celebration will take place at the Rocky’s Market parking lot on 
Sunday July 5 from noon until 3 pm. Come by for some great food, lively music, spirited conversation, 
and tons of fun for the kids that will include a bouncy house and a spin art play machine. You won’t want 
to miss the other surprises we have in store for you! 
Please be sure to mark July 5 on your calendar. See you there!

Save the Date for the OHA Independence Day Barbeque!


