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Another Successful Barbeque—Once 
again, the turnout was fantastic for 
Oakmore Homes Association’s annual 
Independence Day barbeque, held in the 
Rocky’s Market parking lot, with over 
150 Oakmore neighbors in attendance. 
I was pleased to see so many longtime 
residents and to meet so many new families 
with small children who have moved into 
the area. Our own Mayor Libby Schaff 
and her family were also there enjoying 
the food, music, and fellowship. OHA 
thanks Rocky’s Market for the use of this 
excellent venue. In particular, we thank 
Rocky Dudum for keeping the freshly-
cut watermelon, tomatoes, and lettuce 
stocked on our refreshments tables. Many 
thanks also go to our board members and 
volunteers who helped make this barbeque 
such a wonderful and spirited event. 
You are Invited—The OHA annual meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, November 4 at 
7:00 pm at the Park Boulevard Presbyterian 
Church. All are welcome. Attendees will be 
in for a special treat: one of our speakers 
will be Stan Dodson, an Oakland and 
East Bay Regional Parks advocate, who 
will be showing TRAILHEAD, his just-
released short documentary film that is 
all about Oakland’s unique urban hillside 
parks and trail network. You must see this 
movie. Dinner is included thanks to the 
OHA and will be catered once again by 
Ann’s Catering. OHA member households 
are asked to please return the proxy card 
included in this newsletter as soon as 
possible, and we look forward to seeing you 
at the annual meeting. 

Become a Volunteer—It seems as if a 
year cannot pass by without a renewed 
request for more volunteers in our Oakmore 
community. Please consider upcoming 
volunteer opportunities that will make an 
impact in our neighborhood. 

Joseph Dashiell
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• Join us as we decorate Oakmore Village
for the holiday season. On the Sunday after
Thanksgiving, we will meet in the Rocky’s
Market parking lot to hang pine cones
and ribbons along both sides of Leimert
Boulevard’s business district. Call or email
the OHA if you are interested in participating
in this fun annual event.

• OHA is looking for greeters to welcome new
residents to Oakmore. We want to visit new
neighbors with a welcome letter, a brochure,
and a history book. If you would like to
participate in this worthy effort, it will be a
great opportunity to get to know your new
neighbors and welcome them to the area.

• Our Park Boulevard median strip continues
to receive attention from members of the
Oakmore and Glenview neighborhoods. If
you would like to volunteer in this effort, see
the short article on page 4 to learn more.

• The Friends of Sausal Creek continues to
have excellent volunteer opportunities,
especially in helping maintain our precious
watershed. See FOSC’s newsletter article to
learn how you can help protect the natural
beauty of our creek and surrounding trails.

• OHA is seeking new board members. If you
are interested in joining our active (but not
too demanding) board of committed mem-
bers, please contact us at oakmorehomes@
yahoo.com or 510-501-7553.
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Many of us living 
in Oakmore may 
recognize Stan Dodson 
from La Farine French 
Bakery, where he has 
worked as the general 
manager for years. But 
recently he acquired 
a new title to add to 
his résumé: executive 
film producer. Dodson 
has put his heart and 
soul into creating 
his twenty-minute 
documentary called 
TRAILHEAD: Discovering Oakland’s 
Gateway to the Redwoods (see 
trailheadoakland.org).

On October 7, the Chabot Space 
& Science Center hosted the world 
premiere of the film, which ran several 
times throughout the evening. The event 
was free, which was an important factor 
for Dodson. “I really wanted to have a 
free event for the community,” he said. 
People flooded Dodson’s Eventbrite 
ticketing site, where 900 available tickets 
were gone in a week and a half.

The evening featured not just 
the film, but also several people who 
appeared in the film and who Dodson 
has worked with as a volunteer in the 
parks. The evening’s attendees bought 
copies of the TRAILHEAD DVD, rubbed 
elbows with local officials, and enjoyed 

complimentary bites, beer, and wine.
The following Saturday, Dodson 

led a large group along the very same 
path that he follows in his film. About 
35 people gathered at La Farine and 
set out on a 5.5-mile trek up to Chabot 
Space & Science Center. The group 
made a few stops along the way to hear 
from Dodson, who was eager to share 
his own perspective on Oakland’s urban 
trail network. 

Dodson leads groups on similar 
hikes several times each year. He gets the 
word out through local listservs, word-
of-mouth, and community groups. ♦

TRAILHEAD Premieres, Plus a Hike in the Hills
By Emily Lohr

From top to bottom: 1) Hikers gather in the 
parking lot behind La Farine French Bakery 
on Fruitvale before heading through Di-
mond Park. 2) Sign at the El Centro Avenue 
entrance to the Dimond Canyon trail. 3) 
View from the trail of the Leimert Bridge. 
4) Glimpse of a portion of the trail near the
Bridgeview trailhead. 5) Reviewing one of the 
maps in Joaquin Miller Park.

Map showing the October 10 hike from Dimond to Chabot 
Space & Science Center—approximately 5.5 miles and 
1,500 feet elevation gain

OHA’s Annual Barbeque—July 5, 2015

Come see TRAILHEAD at OHA’s an-
nual meeting on November 4 at  
7 pm at the Park Boulevard Presby-
terian Church! Stan Dodson will be 
there to discuss the film.
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By Friends of Sausal Creek (FOSC)
One of the fabulous things about 

living in the Oakmore neighborhood is 
having such close access to the lushness 
of Dimond Canyon and the peaceful 
sounds of Sausal Creek. The trailheads at 
the end of Bridgeview Drive and 
where El Centro Avenue becomes 
Hanly Road are entryways to a 
trail system that extends up to 
Joaquin Miller Park and then the 
Bay Area Ridge Trail.

But trails, like so many 
things in our lives, need 
maintenance. Vegetation needs 
to be cleared or pruned to keep 
pathways clear. Treads need 
repair, and erosion issues must 
be addressed. For nearly two 
decades FOSC has been a community 
leader in trail stewardship, but earlier 
this year, new FOSC Board Member 
Dee Rosario realized that we could 
and should be doing more. Before 
retiring, Dee was the park supervisor 
for Redwood Regional Park, so he 
brings a lifetime of experience in trail 
maintenance, volunteer leadership, and 
creek restoration. It is our good fortune 
that he is now able to lead monthly trail 
maintenance workdays. Dee’s enthusiasm 
and positivity make working alongside 
him a joy for volunteers of all ages. 
Generally the workdays are on the last 

Sunday of the month from 10 am until 
noon. Volunteers are welcome to help for 
all or part of the workday. See the FOSC 
volunteer calendar at sausalcreek.org > 
Programs > Event Calendar for details.

Dee is one of many stewards 
dedicated to keeping our urban wildlands 
accessible and safe. Another steward is 
Stan Dodson, our local champion of the 
trail system. If you missed the premier 
of TRAILHEAD: Discovering Oakland’s 
Gateway to the Redwoods on October 7, 
or if you want to see the film again, visit 
trailheadoakland.org. This documentary 
beautifully highlights the magic to be 
found on our local trails and some of the 
stewards of these public lands.

To aid you in your explorations, 
FOSC is thrilled to announce that we 
have updated and reprinted our Trails 

and Tributaries of the Sausal Creek 
Watershed map brochure. We hope to 
keep it stocked in the Sausal Creek 
Watershed trail map boxes, the Dimond 
Library, the Dimond Recreation Center, 

and the Joaquin Miller Park 
Ranger Station. A digital copy is 
available on our home page, www.
sausalcreek.org, or you can contact 
Kimra McAfee at coordinator@
sausalcreek.org or (510) 501-3672 
to have a copy sent to you in the 
mail. Happy trails!

A Sampling of Upcoming FOSC 
Events
Trail Stewardship Crew

Sundays, November 29 and December 
27, 10 am–2 pm
2nd Sundays on the Bridgeview 
Trail—Ivy Removal 
3rd Sundays on the Bridgeview Trail—
Native Bee Garden 
10 am–12 pm—Meet at the end of 
Bridgeview Drive
Annual State of the Creek Meeting 
Kick off FOSC’s 20th anniversary year! 
Wednesday, January 20, 7–9 pm at 
Dimond Library—All are welcome!
Check the FOSC event calendar at 
sausalcreek.org > Programs > Event 
Calendar for details on all volunteer 
opportunities. ♦

Trails in Oakland?!

Volunteer trail maintenance

PG&E Construction Work
By Emily Lohr and Jim Phox

We have all seen the tremendous 
amount of work that PG&E has been 
conducting in Oakmore these past few 
months, and some neighbors have had a 
front row seat to the goings on. As a bit 
of history, this year PG&E mobilized to 
conduct work on gas pipelines along por-
tions of Oakview Drive, Leimert Bou-
levard, and Edge Drive; the work came 
about somewhat quickly due to PG&E’s 

other work just outside of Oakmore. 
Since Oakmore was already permitted, 
PG&E opted to advance Oakmore to the 
top of their list to address portions of the 
infrastructure that they had identified as 
critical replacement priorities. 

In October, PG&E was able to com-
plete the first phase of work, which was 
to replace sections of the underground 
gas mains. This phase involved large 

open-trench construction. In the first 
week of October, PG&E activated the 
test main and engaged City of Oakland 
inspections. Note that the City of Oak-
land has been involved in this project and 
has mandated that PG&E work six days 
per week to minimize the construction 
disruption. The project work hours have 
been extended to go from 7:30 am until 
6:30 pm, Monday through Saturday in 

continued page 5
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Visit OHA’s New 
Website
By Joseph Dashiell

While rain has for the most part been 
nonexistent throughout most of California 
for the past few years, the weather 
phenomenon known as El Niño is 
predicted by the National Weather Service 
to affect our local weather patterns late 
this fall and into the spring. Record heavy 
rains, which have already slammed into 
parts of Southern California causing 
landslides and flooding, may serve as a 
harbinger of what is to come throughout 
the state.

While we are still enjoying dry 
weather, now is the perfect time to engage 
in a little maintenance to help get your 
Oakmore home through the rainy season. 
Here are some tips for protecting your 
house from the elements:

• Clean and clear gutters, or even
consider installing mesh guards to
gutters.

• Consider installing weather stripping
to doors and windows.

• Check outside your house to make
sure drainage areas are clear,
especially near swimming pools, to
avoid flooding (yes, some pools exist
in Oakmore).

• Have your roof inspected now if leaks
are suspected or to detected. Look
for cracks and gaps where shingles
overlap and determine if the sheet
metal flashing has any holes or rusty
spots.

• Prepare for a long period without
electricity as winter storms often

mean extended power outages. Take 
the time to find and inspect your 
electrical panel now so it’s easy to 
find when your power goes out. Also, 
make sure you have fresh batteries 
in your flash lights and make sure 
the flashlights are easily accessible. 
It isn’t a bad idea to have emergency 
candles on hand, either.

• Prepare your contractor list—take the
time to put together your A-team list
so you are ready in case something
does go wrong.

Once the rain hits, cross your fingers 
that your home will weather the storm. 
Rest assured that if you have taken 
precautions, you will be ready. ♦

Preparing Your Home for El Niño
By Joseph Dashiell

We are very pleased to announce that 
the Oakmore Homes Association’s new 
website is up and running at  
www.oakmorehomes.com. Our com-
pletely redesigned site launched back in 
mid-July. Allowing for more responsive 
access on your mobile devices and com-
puter screens, you will notice that the 
layout is now much easier to navigate. 
The site has a blog page and features 
beautiful photography of our neighbor-
hood scenes and landmarks. In order to 
serve you better with up-to-date Oak-
more information, meetings, and events, 
we are seeking a volunteer to assist in 
maintaining it (familiarity with Word-
press would help). Please contact Joseph 
Dashiell at 510-501-7553 or jfdjr54@
comcast.net if you are interested. ♦

Park Boulevard Median Strip 
Volunteer Activity
By Ken Thames

Park Boulevard is one of the most 
scenic streets in Oakland. It has the 
potential to become a beautifully land-
scaped street with its medians that invite 
colorful plants and flowers.

The entire stretch of the median has 
irrigation, and many of us remember the 
hard work that our volunteer neighbors 
and local city officials put into getting 
it installed for us. City of Oakland staff 
confirmed that the medians can continue 
to be irrigated during the drought. It is 
one of a few streets that received this ap-
proval. 

Glenview and Oakmore neighbor-
hood volunteers are working to clean up 
and replant the median, and each and ev-
ery one of us benefits. On two Saturdays 
this past summer, volunteers thinned out 

the flax plants, removed weeds and per-
formed general maintenance. 

Volunteers and city staff gathered 
again on Saturday, October 24 to contin-
ue the work. Work parties will continue 
to be announced on the various neigh-
borhood listservs. The work generally 
begins around 8:30 am and continues 
into the late morning, and whether you 
can contribute three hours or fifteen min-
utes, any help you are able to give the 
effort is appreciated!

Watch for our Nextdoor and Oak-
more Area listserv posts for future an-
nouncements, and in the meantime you 
can contact Glenview Neighborhood As-
sociation (glenviewneighbors.com) to let 
them know you’re interested in partici-
pating, meeting neighbors, and having 
some fun. ♦

Volunteers have had a great time spend-
ing the morning together, chipping in to 
help keep our Park Boulevard median strip 
beautiful. Join in if you can!
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Realtor’s Corner - What Do I Do with the Money?
By Ken Nwokedi

The Oakmore District, like the rest 
of Oakland, is experiencing a hot seller’s 
market. We’re seeing crowded open 
houses, low inventory, and multiple of-
fers on listings with heavy cash deposits 
(or all cash) on purchase contracts. This 
is always good news for the seller, but 
what high-equity sellers should consider 
before putting their home on the market 
is, “what should I do with the money?” 

If you’re an empty nester planning 
to downsize, or if you need a one-level 
ranch home for mobility concerns, you’ll 
be competing with anxious first-time 
buyers and others who are desperate to 
get into a home. If your property is an 
investment, you may be subject to capital 
gains taxes, both state and federal. So 
what are some options for a homeowner 
with substantial equity? 

These are only a few of the many op-
tions available to the savvy homeowner 
who wants to preserve wealth for future 
generations and enjoy passive income. 

Are you curious about how to evalu-
ate and purchase income property? A 

quick way to determine a property’s cash 
flow is to calculate the asset’s capitaliza-
tion rate. The capitalization rate, often 
just called the cap rate, is the ratio of 
net operating income (NOI) to property 
asset value. For example, if a property 
was listed for $1,000,000 and generated 
an NOI of $100,000, then the cap rate 
would be $100,000/$1,000,000, or 10%. 

NOI is calculated by subtracting 
the operating expenses from the gross 
income. For example, if an apartment 
building generates $80,000 annually in 
rent and has annual expenses (utilities, 
maintenance, etc.) of $15,000, the NOI is 
$65,000.

There is much more to real estate in-
vesting analysis than cap rates, but it’s a 
start. Would you like to know more? Feel 
free to contact me. 

Ken Nwokedi
Bay Sotheby’s International Realty
510-220-2989 || BRE# 01320832 ♦

1. You can sell now and rent a
smaller house until the market
returns to a buyer’s market
when you might find a great
house for a lower price.

2. You can rent out your house
and capitalize on the record-
high rental rates and enjoy the
cash flow.

3. If it’s an investment property,
you can sell now and use a 1031
tax-deferred exchange to pur-
chase a larger income property
(time limits apply) for increased
cash flow. Then hire a profes-
sional property management
company to keep your hands
clean and allow you to enjoy
your free time.

order to hasten the service connections to 
the homes included in the project.

The next phase of work involves 
making connections to all sixty-five 
affected properties, replacing meters 
where necessary, addressing any 
plumbing issues that apply to the 
new service, and repairing the street 
and sidewalks. With this work being 
localized, it is likely that parking will 
not be as affected as it was during phase 
one’s work. 

The current pipeline construction 
work affects about sixty-five homes, 
approximately half of which require a 
plumber to enter the property’s crawl 
space (or other appropriate access) in 
order to complete the work. PG&E has 
indicated that they will first connect 
homes that do not require plumbing 
work. Homeowners should receive a 
notice from PG&E several days ahead of 
time for a scheduled connection with an 
option for rescheduling.

Once connections are installed, a 
PG&E service tech will need to enter the 
newly connected home to relight pilot 
lights and perform safety checks on 
affected appliances. The tech should show 
up at the appointed time and display a 
PG&E ID. Each newly connected 
property will be up to code and, if 
necessary, will receive a new meter.

With all of this work being done, 
affected homes may wish to have 
additional work done or include new 
equipment installation as part of 
the changeover, such as having an 
earthquake shutoff valve installed on the 
gas line. Affected residents may purchase 
the new equipment and notify PG&E that 
they will work with PG&E’s plumbing 
contractor, Justin Fry of Rescue Rooter 
(510-409-6532 or jfry@ARS.com), 
for installation at an added cost to 
the property owner. Equipment and 
installation add-on costs are available via 
Justin Fry with Rescue Rooter.

PG&E hopes to have all new home 
connections completed by the end of 
the year, weather permitting. After that 
date, PG&E will return all affected 
property to its original state, including 
repairing curbs and sidewalks, repaving 
and restriping the street, and replacing 
shrubbery, trees, and plants. This repair 
work will be done in accordance with a 
videotape record of our neighborhood 
that PG&E recorded in early September, 
prior to beginning construction.

Residents who have identified 
specific damages should report them 
to PG&E so they can be mitigated 
beginning late November, when the 
reconstruction phase begins.

Anyone in the neighborhood who 
has concerns or questions about the 
work being done is welcome to contact 
Rosaline Brown, senior customer impact 
specialist with PG&E, at rosaline.
brown@pge.com. To learn more about 
PG&E’s gas pipeline improvement work, 
visit pge.com/gas. ♦

PG&E—continued from page 3



Want to report a pothole, broken street light or illegal dumping?
• Public Works: 615-5566 or pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com

Need help with an on-going criminal or nuisance activity?
• Huang Bahn, Neighborhood Service Coordinator (NSC) at HBahn@oaklandnet.com
• James Belote, Problem Solving Officer at 238-3455 or JBelote@oaklandnet.com

Important Contacts

OHA
P.O. Box 27321
Oakland, CA 94602

Attend our Annual Meeting!
Please join the Oakmore Homes Association for our annual meeting 
at 7 pm on November 4 at the Park Boulevard Presbyterian Church, 
4101 Park Blvd, Oakland, CA 94602. All are welcome.
This year’s meeting will feature the short documentary film 
TRAILHEAD plus a Q&A with Stan Dodson, the film’s executive 
producer. You won’t want to miss it!

Contact OHA
www.oakmorehomes.org
oakmorehomes@yahoo.com
510-501-7553

Proxy Card Enclosed—Please Sign and Return ASAP


