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I am pleased and excited to announce 
that Matt Weisman has been selected 
to fill a vital part-time administrative 
position as the Oakmore Homes 
Association’s new executive secretary. 
Matt and his wife, Sarah, moved to 
Oakland from Boston in 2001 to be closer 
to their children and grandchildren. As 
a sixteen-year resident of Oakmore, 
Matt’s interests include the safety, 
beautification, and maintenance of public 
use infrastructure in our neighborhood 
and city. You will have an opportunity to 
meet Matt at the upcoming OHA Annual 
Meeting on Wednesday, November 8.

I want to give a shout-out to three 
households that hosted an awesome 
progressive dinner party on Oakview 
Drive recently. I understand that 35 to 
40 neighbors were invited. The evening 
started at the home of Nick Falconio 
for cocktails, progressed to Christine 
Chimero & Craig Jenning’s home for 
a deluxe taco bar dinner, and wound 
up at Julie Kirgis and Tom McNalley’s 
home for dessert and aperitifs. All of the 
guests enjoyed themselves immensely, 
with some neighbors meeting others for 
the first time. Events such as this create 
neighborhood spirit and stronger bonds in 
our Oakmore community.

In 2017, the OHA has continued 
to fund the quarterly cleaning of 
each of four public stairways in the 
neighborhood. We have supported this 

important service for the past eight years. 
In addition, the association continues 
to fund the maintenance of sixteen 
tree wells and sidewalk gardens in the 
Oakmore business district. This consists 
of regular watering, replacing dead plants 
with new ones, and raking up debris and 
fallen magnolia leaves. While we feel 
this effort is essential for keeping the 
entrance corridor to Oakmore attractive, 
we also realize that keeping the sidewalk 
gardens neat and green directly benefits 
Oakmore’s merchants. As a result, we 
will begin approaching the district’s 
businesses to share in subsidizing at least 
half of the sidewalk garden maintenance 
costs.

Don’t forget to put the upcoming 
OHA Annual Meeting on your 
calendar. It will be held on Wednesday, 
November 8, at 6:30 pm at the Park 
Boulevard Presbyterian Church. The 
keynote speaker will be Annie Campbell 
Washington, Oakland’s vice mayor and 
our councilmember for District 4. She 
has been hard at work on our behalf, and 
she is an engaging and dynamic speaker. 
Once again, a wonderful dinner will be 
catered by Ann’s Catering of Berkeley. 
Don’t forget to mail in your proxy 
card found in this newsletter (signed 
by owners of your property) as soon 
as possible, and please join us at the 
meeting.

Joseph Dashiell
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Hello from Rocky’s Market
As the sole member of the recently 

formed (five minutes ago) OGSA 
(Oakmore Grocery Store Association), 
let me express my gratitude to OHA for 
the opportunity to contribute to the fall 
newsletter. The OGSA was founded with 
the idea that understanding the character 
of the neighborhood and its shifting 
demographics can greatly enhance 
business opportunities for area grocery 
stores. It’s my pleasure to share with you 
some of the information turned up by our 
exhaustive analysis.

Did you know that Oakmore ranks 
94th of 113 Oakland neighborhoods 
for walkability score? I know what 
you’re thinking, “Wait…Oakland has 
113 neighborhoods?!” Neighborhood 
walkability has been linked to increased 
physical and mental health among 
residents. We always smile to see people 
arrive at the store on foot with children 
on leashes and dogs on their shoulders. 
The walkability score algorithm clearly 
does not weigh aesthetic value; Oakmore 
boasts sweeping views, hidden staircases, 
historic architecture, and even some 
wild spaces. So get out and “take a walk, 
you’ll live longer,” as a slightly surly 
grandparent would probably advise you.

I’m not a financial advisor, but that’s 
never stopped me from dispensing 

financial advice. Somebody needs to 
open a baby store in this neighborhood. 
You’ll make a fortune (disclaimer: 
actual results may vary). Oakmore is in 
the midst of a baby boom. Among our 
regular customers, we’ve celebrated 
more than a dozen births in the last two 
months. The influx of San Francisco 
refugees pushing strollers across the Bay 
to our sunnier climes has been impossible 
to ignore. This information also serves 
as a public service announcement: If you 
see pasty, bleary-eyed, non-responsive 
ghouls on our streets, it’s not the zombie 
apocalypse. It’s just colic.

The rest of the country has taken notice 
that Oakland is the place to be. This 
summer the neighborhood welcomed 
many new residents from outside 
California. It’s always a pleasure to talk 
to these folks and get a fresh perspective 
on life in Oakland. We always get high 
scores for tolerance and inclusiveness 
and this is part of the attraction and yet, 
paradoxically, newcomers very often 
report difficulty in meeting neighbors or 
finding that sense of community. If you 
notice a new neighbor, why not take a 
page out of the old American playbook 
and bake them an apple pie? Shameless 

plug: the apples at Rocky’s are delicious 
this month.

How are we all feeling about Airbnb? Or 
did you not know? Yes, Airbnb is nestled 
among us here in Oakmore. I know 
they’ve been a source of controversy, 
especially in San Francisco. I’d be 
interested to know how our neighbors 
feel about them. From the commercial 
perspective, they provide a tangible 
benefit. Transitory residents often choose 
to shop locally and seek the warmth 
and familiarity of a small store. I dare 
say, we capture a high percentage of the 
“Norwegian family of four on holiday” 
business. It’s also enjoyable to hear, 
on any given day, French, Taiwanese, 
Portuguese, or who knows what being 
spoken in the shopping aisles.

Well, it’s been a pleasure spending a 
few minutes with you, good people of 
Oakmore. Opinions expressed above 
should in no way reflect upon the OHA 
nor cause you to view their judgement 
as suspect for letting “that strange guy 
at Rocky’s” sound off. If you have any 
comments or need milk, you can always 
find us at Rocky’s Market, proudly 
serving Oakmore since 2016 or 1941, 
depending on how you want to count it. ♦

Brady at Rocky’s

By Brady at Rocky’s

Realtor’s Corner
By Patricia Bennett

Are you ready for the rain? We 
had a very wet winter last year, and 
many were caught unprepared after we 
had drought conditions for so many 
previous years. There are some basic 
steps you can take to avoid costly 
expenses in the future. With winter 
right around the corner here are some 
tips I developed as a homeowner and as 
a representative for buyers and sellers 
of hundreds of homes:
• Clean those gutters! Pine needles,

oak leaves, twigs, and sludge can be

dangerous to the integrity of your 
roof, especially on homes with a 
stucco exterior. Clogged gutters force 
water up to the roof edge and can 
easily push moisture behind your 
home siding. Trapped inside, water 
will cause wood rot, mold, and costly 
future repairs.

• Subscribe to emergency notices for
power outages. We have certainly had
our share of outages in Oakmore. I
signed up for a text message to come
to me when the lights go out. Go to

m.pge.com/#login and choose either
“sign in” or “one time access” to sign
up for outage alerts. I recently got
an alert letting me know that sixteen
homes without power in upper
Oakmore would be restored within
four hours. In addition, be sure to
have flashlights (I love the little LED
ones you can buy in a two or three
pack) placed strategically around the
house, and keep your spare batteries
charged.

• Sump pumps and driveway drains
continued next page
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By Friends of Sausal Creek (FOSC)
An Oakmore friend recently 

marveled at spotting eight hummingbirds 
at the same time around her 
hummingbird feeder (which only has six 
places!). This neighbor’s home backs 
up to Dimond Canyon, and she has also 
observed a gray fox family living in this 
urban/wildland interface. I know from 
neighborhood listserv posts that many 
people are concerned about coyotes in 
the neighborhood harming their pets. 
Every so often we hear about a mountain 
lion sighting or, sadly, a mountain lion 
presumably killed by a car. Nature in the 
city offers us much-needed respite from 
the craziness of urban life, but there is 
no denying that coexistence with some 
wildlife can be challenging.

FOSC strives to bring people 
together to enhance habitat for all of us 
animals. For us humans, it’s good for the 
soul—getting our hands dirty and helping 
improve our little corner of the earth. It 
can be extremely difficult to find time to 
volunteer, but know that you can make a 
difference even if your efforts to improve 
our outdoor spaces are few and far 
between: Installing native plants in your 
yard provides habitat that helps connect 
the greenway dots critical to increasing 
biodiversity. And native plants can help 
you save water and reduce the use of 

pesticides and fertilizer (which helps 
keep our creek healthy!).

For more information on 
coexisting with native carnivores, visit 
projectcoyote.org. To learn about 
transforming your own landscape or our 
local urban wildlands, come be inspired 
at one of the below FOSC events.

A Sampling of Upcoming FOSC Events

How to Beautifully Landscape Your 
Home with Natives by Pete Veilleux 
Wed., Nov. 15, 7 pm at Dimond Library

Bridgeview Trail Stewardship 
1st & 3rd Sundays – Pollinator Garden 
2nd Sundays – Ivy Removal

Trail Stewardship Crew 
Last Sundays – locations vary in Dimond 
Canyon and Joaquin Miller Park

Check the FOSC event calendar 
at www.sausalcreek.org and click on 
Programs > Event Calendar for details 
on all volunteer opportunities as well 
as on our bimonthly environmental 
education presentations. ♦

Our Urban Wildlands

Hummingbirds flock to a neighbor’s hummingbird feeder along Dimond Canyon

need attention. If you have a sump 
pump, make sure the electrical 
connection is working. Fill the sump 
with water and be sure the outflow 
pipe is not clogged or blocked by 
debris; there’s nothing worse than 
repairing or replacing a pump during 
a driving rain. If you have a drain 
across the front of your garage, 
remove the screen and check for 
debris build up. Many of our homes 
have old-fashioned trough-style 
drains in the garage or driveway 
that lead to an underground drain. 

Take care that the trough is clear and 
the underground drain is not full of 
leaves and built-up soil. The same 
goes for that little drain at the bottom 
of your exterior basement steps that is 
below grade.

• Tree limbs need to be trimmed if they
are dead or unhealthy. They can cause
damage, injury, or power outages in a
wind storm.

• Seal your exterior steps and porches,
which can cost thousands to repair.
Many of our homes have wood
framing under the surface of exterior

porches and stairs. If the wood 
becomes soaked with water, it will 
rot over time. Seal the edges and any 
cracks. There are silicone sealers and 
brush-on coatings that work well and 
are easy to apply.

Remember that a little preventive 
maintenance can have a big payoff and 
save thousands of dollars! ♦

Patricia Bennett/510-482-9000/
patricia@patriciabennett.com/
Pacific Union International/Oakmore 
homeowner since 1979

Realtor’s Corner—continued from page 2
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As we head into the 
Fall, our office is focused on 
upcoming housing projects, 
supporting shelter and 
services for our homeless 
residents, increasing 
opportunities for economic 
development and jobs, 
ensuring our streets and 
facilities are maintained, 
and improving opportunities 
for our young people and 
families.

As Chairperson of the 
City Council’s Community 
and Economic Development 
Committee, I strive to bring 
these important issues to the 
forefront for public input. At 
tomorrow’s CED Committee, 
we will hear a report 
highlighting the affordable 
housing project embedded 
in one of the City’s largest 
housing projects -- Brooklyn 
Basin. We will also receive 
a presentation on the City’s 
new Economic Development 
strategy. I encourage your 
participation in these 
meetings either by attending 
in person or watching online. 

As your District 4
representative, I am laser
focused on getting streets 
repaired in our neighbor-
hoods. I recently toured with 
our new Department of 
Transportation Director, 
Ryan Russo, throughout 
the entire District to show 
him some of our worst 
streets first-hand. Thanks to 
Oakland voters, the passage 

of Measure KK will allow 
us to complete the five-year 
repaving plan in two years. 
There are critical streets 
in District 4 that will be 
repaved with this funding. 
I am also dedicating funds 
allocated through the “Worst 
Streets” program to repave 
streets that have completely 
crumbled and I’m pairing 
these dollars with funding 
from EBMUD to repave 
streets where their projects 
are occurring. I’ll post a full 
listing of these streets in our 
next newsletter in two weeks.

Thank you to all who 
have reached out to us to 
ask for assistance in solving 
neighborhood problems. 
Together we have cleaned 
up our parks, created 
new murals, installed 
new recreation amenities 
for youth, established 
school libraries, increased 
neighborhood safety by 
shutting down blighted 
properties, paved the way 
for new businesses to thrive 
in our commercial corridors, 
improved neighborhood 
walkability to our schools, 
and so much more. I’m 
proud of all that we have 
accomplished together and 
look forward to continued 
progress in the coming 
months.

In service to Oakland,

Letter from Annie  
Campbell Washington
Dear Friends,

OHA 2018 Budget
Revenues

Revenue Sources
Dues (incl. late payments, late charges, 
lien settlements) $17,400
Real Estate Transfer Fees 500

Total Revenues $17,900

Expenses
Office Expenses
Office Supplies 200
Miscellaneous 100

Fees
Bank Charges 36
Lien Recording Fees 0

Insurance
Directors and Officers Insurance & 
General Liability 3,281
Workers Compensation Insurance 1,000

Payroll Expenses
Salary (part time admin executive sect'y) 7,754
Payroll Taxes 1,241
Misc. Taxes and related 0

Professional Services
Accounting 300
Legal 300
Newsletter editing 750

Member & Community Outreach
Printing & Copying 1,400
Postage & Mailing 2,000
P.O. Box Rental 80
Telephone Expenses 100
Website and Email 200

Member Events, Meetings, Benefits
Annual Meeting 900
Holiday Lights and Decorations 200
4th of July Picnic 0
Stair cleaning 900
History Book 0
Contributions & Donations 0
Tree Well Project 3,000

Total Expenses $23,742

Net operating surplus or (loss) ($5,842)
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Trees, Safety, and Views
The intensely hot days of summer 

this year led the City of Berkeley to 
encourage East Bay hills residents to 
make sure that the streets are clear for 
emergency vehicles in case of a fire. It’s 
a lot cooler now, and the air is crisp with 
fall instead of dull with smoke, but it’s 
still a good idea to be aware of ways to 
keep our lovely neighborhood safe from 
fire. 

The City of Oakland is in the 
process of developing a vegetation 
management plan designed to reduce 
fire hazards on City-owned land – 
including our own Dimond Canyon. 
Information about the project is available 
at oaklandvegmanagement.org, with a 
draft plan due out this fall. 

Not only is it important to have a 
plan for City property, but also we as 
homeowners are expected to participate 
in keeping our neighborhood fire-safe. In 
June, vegetation management inspectors 
from the fire department came through 

Oakmore to inspect our properties. 
According to their web site (www2.
oaklandnet.com/government/o/OFD/s/
Inspections/index.htm), by the second 
inspection, 95% of properties were 
compliant with the requirements. 

In general, the requirements include 
ensuring vegetation is low or removed 
within a certain distance of houses 
and buildings, removing dead trees or 
branches, and keeping trees and shrubs 
well trimmed. 

Removing dead trees is important, 
but protecting trees is important too. 
Many types of trees are protected 
and may not be removed without a 
permit. For example, trees of 9 inches 
in diameter at breast height or coast 
live oak trees at 4 inches in diameter at 
breast height require a permit to remove. 
Eucalyptus and Monterey pines are 
exceptions – they are not protected. 

Sometimes trees just need a little 
pruning or trimming – even city-owned 

trees on local streets. 
The City allows property 
owners to prune trees in 
front of their property 
under certain conditions. 
Property owners and tree 
companies simply need 
to sign a “hold harmless 
agreement” with the City 
and agree to abide by a list 
of conditions. 

Sometimes trees get in 
the way of our incredible 
views. The Oakland Code 
of Ordinances (tinyurl.
com/OaklandViewsCode) 

By Julie Kirgis

Big tree in Joaquin Miller Park picnic 
area

codifies how and when homeowners can 
expect to be able to maintain their views. 
The code attempts to find “a reasonable 
balance between tree and view related 
values” for all parties. 

Finally, if you know of a big tree in 
the area or you have a big tree on your 
property, you can nominate it to become 
part of the Big Tree Registry. The City 
keeps a list and map of big trees that 
have been identified. The only remaining 
old-growth redwood tree in the East Bay 
is near us in Leona Heights Park across 
from Merritt College. Sadly, a large 
coast live oak in Dimond Park near the 
Dimond Grove picnic area recently had 
to be removed due to decay. ♦Coast live oak in Dimond Park picnic area before and 

after being readied for removal

Water Main Replacement in Lower Leimert Blvd. Area
The East Bay Municipal Utility District recently completed 

a pipeline replacement project on a section of Leimert 
Boulevard and adjacent streets. The streets affected were 
Leimert (from Bridgeview Drive to Hoover Avenue), Hoover 
Avenue, Arden Place, Edge Drive, and a portion of Bridgeview 

Drive. The project involved placing new water main in the 
street and then completing service connections to each property. 
The project specifically replaced 2,710 feet of eight-inch high-
density polyethylene pipe in the impacted areas.



OHA
P.O. Box 27321
Oakland, CA 94602

Want to report a pothole, broken street light or illegal dumping?
• Public Works: 510-615-5566 or pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com

Need help with an ongoing criminal or nuisance activity?
• Felicia Verdin, Neighborhood Services Coordinator (NSC) at fverdin@oaklandnet.com
• Roland Aguilar, Community Resource Officer at raguilar@oaklandnet.com 

District 4 Council Office
Email: ACampbellWashington@oaklandnet.com or annieforoakland@gmail.com
Phone: 510-238-7004

Important Contacts

Come to OHA’s Annual Meeting!
Please join the Oakmore Homes Association for our annual meeting on 
November 8 at the Park Boulevard Presbyterian Church, 4101 Park Blvd, 
Oakland, CA 94602. All are welcome! Dinner at 6:30 pm, meeting at 7 pm.

Contact OHA
www.oakmorehomes.com
oakmorehomes@yahoo.com
510-501-7553

Proxy Card Enclosed—Please Sign and Return ASAP




